Conservation of natural resources and energy
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Natural resources are gifts of nature that exist in our environment (McKinley et al, 2017). They include lakes, seas, rocks, forests, wind, wild animals, rivers, minerals, natural oil, and many more. These naturally existing resources support people and animal’s life through the provision of water, oxygen, food and also these, materials are used in industries to manufacture all kinds of products that we use. Conservation of this resources by both individuals and industries is of fundamental importance to limit their exhaustion, pollution, misuse, and depletion.
  	Water is one very useful resource, “water is life.” It is used at homes for drinking, laundry, watering farms and animals and in industries too (Jacobson et al, 2017). Individuals can conserve water by closing running taps that are not in use, reusing water-for example water used in the kitchen could be used to water lawns, piling up laundry instead of doing it in small loads, watering farms and lawn in the evening when evaporation is low, harvesting rainwater in tanks and building reservoirs. On the other hand, industries treat and reuse water to minimize wastage and water pollution and also ensure that water is treated before it is released to rivers. Industries can use pipelines to transport oil rather than using ships, which when faulty cause oil spillage into water bodies polluting water and endangering aquatic life.
  	Forests are of great importance since trees absorb carbon dioxide and release oxygen providing a balance in the ecosystem. They also provide homes for wild animals and are used in industries to produce paper (Jacobson et al, 2017). Individuals have hence a call to protect and conserve them by ensuring that they don’t cut trees down, planting more trees and using alternative cooking such as biogas rather than firewood or charcoal. Industries should play a role in this by recycling papers and store information in computers because they are paperless.
  	Wildlife forms a key part of our natural resource list hence individuals can come up with laws that curb careless killing of wild animals, educating the public on the need to protect wild animals, building parks, and wildlife centres to protect wildlife at their location, while companies that use animal products like rhino horns and elephant husks should find alternatives to help avoid extinction of such animals. Individuals should also protect animal habitats by not destroying forests and by planting trees (McKinley et al, 2017).
  	Industries should also recycle as many products as possible to limit the depletion of minerals and all other raw materials that are naturally occurring in the environment used in the production process. Further, they should treat all gases before they release them to the environment to avoid air pollution, depletion of the ozone layer and global warming in the long run. 
  	Energy is used to generate power that is used in both homes and industries (Azzouz et al, 2017). Naturally occurring energy sources are fossil fuels (oil, coal and natural gas).This sources are scarce and hence a need conservation. Industries can conserve fuels by choosing to use alternative environmental friendly energy sources such as the use of solar panels, generation of wind power, geothermal, tidal, biomass and hydropower. This not only provides them with green, clean and renewable energy but also prevents environmental pollution by carbon dioxide released by the burning of oil and coal. In addition, industries can make sure they are production efficiency to minimize energy and resource use, manage their air condition and ventilation to minimize the use of fans that use electricity. 
  
 	 Individuals, on the other hand, can ensure that they turn off all electric appliances such as televisions and fridges when not in use this not only reduces the bills but also minimizes wastage (Azzouz et al, 2017). Walking, using a bicycle and using the bus or train saves gas and also reduces emissions to the environment. Further, they can produce their own energy using biogas at home, use energy saving fluorescent tubes and bulbs and use natural laundry drying (sun) rather than the electric dryers.
 	 In conclusion nature’s scarce and limited resources are of substantial importance for man to be able to live a comfortable life and should not be wasted, misused or polluted. They should be conserved.
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